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Brief biographical statement: 
 
Daniel Jodoin was born and raised in Grande Prairie and is himself a former GPCSD student. He lives in 

Grande Prairie with his wife and newborn son, and recently obtained a Master of Theological Studies 

degree from Newman Theological College. Daniel is hoping to encourage the truth, goodness, and 

beauty of a true Catholic education for all students in our separate schools, and be a positive advocate 

for Catholic education in the Province of Alberta.  

 
Questions: 
1. What would you want to be the three priority areas of focus for the school board once elected? 
 
1. Catholicism. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” (Mt 19:14) Faith permeation in our 
Catholic schools is intended to bring students, parents, and teachers to Christ. 
2. The hiring, retention, and overall satisfaction of quality teachers. Without our amazing teachers, we do 
not have Catholic education to provide.  
3. Promotion of Catholic education in the Province of Alberta. I believe that Catholic education is a gift 
and that it is beneficial for the entire province. Let’s keep it going for generations to come! 
 
 
2. What are your views on education funding in Alberta and especially your view of the school 
board's role in making funding decisions? 
 
Among the purposes of the board is to bring fresh eyes and a disinterested view of a situation from a 
group that acts as a whole. I believe the school board’s role is to ensure that the Superintendent and the 
administration of the district are making wise decisions and using the money entrusted to them by the 
province efficiently and properly. This public money must be 100% accounted for with 100% 
transparency and put to use for the education of our students.  
 
 
3. Our district currently has a very large surplus and growing needs in our classrooms. What would 
you do to ensure that education dollars are spent in the classrooms rather than accumulated as a 
surplus? 
 
I recognize that a large surplus is frustrating to the teachers who are clearly making large sacrifices on a 
day to day basis. It is obvious that this is an urgent need that will certainly be addressed by the new 
board.  
 
  



4. What are your views about appropriate use of technology in school? 
 
Although technology has its place in the schools and there is nothing wrong with kids learning and 
working with pieces of technology, I sometimes wonder if we focus too much on it. Beyond the rising 
costs and relatively short lifespan of iPads/computers/Smartboards, et cetera, these instruments can 
become a distraction to true learning, and a hindrance to old fashioned ways of doing things. I’m no 
expert but my guess is that sometimes a pen and paper and attention from adults does more for a 
child’s learning than an app ever could.  
 
 
5. How can we make our schools the safest and most-welcoming possible environments for all 
students, including sexual and gender minority students? What are your views about Gay-Straight 
Alliances and the issue of parent notification? 
 
In 2016 the ACSTA noted that “Catholic schools in Alberta have been and will continue to be inclusive, 
welcoming, safe and caring environments.” So, the responsibility to care for and respect all students 
already exists. If a problem between students and/or teachers arises, I trust that our skillful 
administrators will deal with this appropriately. Since parents are the first & primary educators and 
caregivers for their children; I believe in doing all we can to heal damaged relationships, and avoid the 
division of family units if at all possible.  
 
 
6. What will you do to make Grande Prairie Catholic schools an even better place for students to 
receive their education? 
 
I hope that by becoming even more who we already are, namely, the Grande Prairie Catholic School 
Division, we have an amazing opportunity to give our students the tools they need to become the best 
version of themselves.  
 
 
7. What will you do to make Grande Prairie Catholic schools an even better place to for employees 
to work? 
 
As previously mentioned I hope to work to ensure that our amazing teachers are satisfied in their 
teaching professions. Since the students’ needs cannot be taken care of without the teachers, we need 
to take great care of our teachers’ needs too.  


